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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

In the Amendments to the Claims, Applicant denotes deleted text with s trik e throughs and 
additions to the text with iinderiining . This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and 
Ustings of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for alerting alt e ring a called party of a voice mail from a 
calling party via a network comprising a telephone network, a data networic, and at least one 
gateway device connected to both the telephone network and the data network, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a first message from an SCP in the telephone network at the at least one 

gateway device i ncluding an identifier of the calling party and the voice mail 
message; and 

providing a second message in an instant messaging format including the calling party 
identifier and the voice mail message to the called party via the data network. 

2. (Previously presented) The method of clahn 1, wherein the telephone network is a public 
switched telephone network, 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the telephone network is a wireless telephone 
network. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein providing the second message to 
the called party via the data network comprises providing the second message in an instant 
messaging format t o a server in the data network associated with the called party; and the server 
forwarding oauaing notification of the second message in an instant messaging format to a user 
terminal of a ppoor on a display d e vice visible to the called party. 
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6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of receiving voice mail and providing voice mail 
infoimation to a voice-mailbox ovmcv in which a calling party places a telephone call by 
transmitting signaHng information corresponding to a telephone number, and leaves a voice mail 
message, the method comprising: 

registering the voice mailbox owner using an instant messaging server; 
receiving from the caUing party the signaling information corresponding to the telephone 
number; 

receiving from the calling party the voice mail message; 
storing the voice mail message in a voice mail storage memory; 
determining that the voice mailbox owner is a subscriber to a voice mail notification 
service: 

generating a voice mail alert message corresponding to the voice mail message, the voice 

mail alert message including the voice mail message; and 
transmitting the voice mail alert message to an instant messaging server. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for providing voice mail indication to a user in a system 
comprismg a data network and a telephone network, the method comprising: 

receiving via the telephone network a voice mail for the user; 
storing the voice mail in the telephone network; 

sending a message from an S CP in the telephone network to a server connected to the 

data network, the message including the voice mail; and 
storing the voice mail in a database in Qoo e ooiblo by the data network. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 
receiving a request from the user for accessing the voice mail. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

receiving a request from the user for manipulating the status of the voice mail. 
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1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein manipulating the status of the voice mail 
further comprises connecting to the telephone network and changing the voice mail status based 
on the request. 

12. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a telephone network capabl e of configured to receive r e c e iving a voice message from a 

calling party to a called party; 
a data network configured to provide c apable of providing indication of the receipt of the 

voice message; and 

a gateway device, connected to both the telephone network and the data network, 

configured to receive c apoblo of reooiving , via an SCP in t he telephone network, a 
first message including the voice message and an indication of the calling party^ 
and provide providing a second message including the voice message and the 
indication of the calling party to the called party via the data network. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12 4#, wherein the gateway device is 
configured to provide oopabl e of providin g the second message to the called partv bv providing 
the second message to a server in the data network associated with the called party. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12 44, wherein the gateway device is 
configured to provide capabl e of providing the second message initfiiag an instant messaging 
format s efvef . 

18. (Cancelled) 

-5- 

PAGE 7/14 * RCVO AT 12/8/2004 9:24:34 AM (Eastern Standard Tiin€] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:872930e * 0810:9727183046 ' DURATION (mm-ss):05<l8 



12/08/04 WED 08:21 FAX 9727183946 



VERIZON IP 



^— > USPATENT-AMEND a 008 



App]n.No. 10/083,792 
Attorney Docket 01-1001 

19, (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 
2L (Cancelled) 

22. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the first message is an SS7 message. 

23. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining if the called party is a subscriber to a voice mail notification service before 
providing the second message. 

24. (New) A system comprising: 

a voice interface server cormected to a voice network, and configured to commimicate 

ynth an SCP in the voice network using SS7 formatted messages; 
a data interface server connected to a data network, and configured to communicate with 

a user terminal connected to the data network using IP formatted messages; and 
a voice mail notification server connected to the voice interface server and data interface 
server, and configured to both determine when a called party receives a voice mail 
through the voice network via the voice interface server and send a voice mail 
notification to the called party at the user terminal; 
wherein, upon receipt of the voice mail in the voice network — 

the voice interface server receives a first message in SS7 format firom the SCP, 
the first message including a calling party phone number and the voice 
mail, and sends the calling party phone number and the voice mail to the 
voice mail notification server; 
the voice interface server sends the voice mail notification to the called party by 
sending a second message in IP format to the data interface server, the 
second message including the calling party phone number and the voice 
mail; and 
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the data interface server forwards the second message in IP format to the user 
terminal. 

25. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein the second message is in an instant messaging 
format 
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